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so many who visit it, he does not hesitate to criticize economic
conditions and the apathy of the ruling classes.

LEEWARD ISLANDS
This group comprises four presidencies: Antigua (with
Barbuda), St. Kitts-Nevis (with Anguilla), Montserrat,
and the British Virgin Islands. The islands belong to
the chain of the Lesser Antilles, except the Virgin group
which forms the eastern extremity of the Great Antilles.
They were discovered by Columbus on his second voyage
in 1493 and became British in the seventeenth century.
The islands were all colonized from St. Kitts (St. Chris-
topher) as centre, and they have always since been associated
politically. Since the Leeward Islands Act of 1871, there has
been one Executive and one Legislative Council for the four,
presidencies, each of which3 however, except the Virgin
Islands, maintains a legislative council for local purposes.
The general legislature consists often official and ten elected
members, the latter being chosen by the unofficial members
of the local legislatures, the Virgin Islands member being
appointed by the Governor. The principal towns in the
group are St. John (Antigua) and Basseterre (St. Kitts),and
the total population of the islands is about 130,000.
Antigua is the principal island in the group, but St. Kitts
has the distinction of being the oldest of the British Carib-
bean possessions, having been colonized by Sir Thomas
Warner in 1623, who later sent his son to Antigua. The
latter celebrated her tercentenary in British occupation in
1932. Barbuda was long owned by the well-known West
Yndfart fapaily of the Codringtons, founders of the college
la Barbados.
Nevis, separated from St. Kitts only by a narrow sea
passage, was united with it in 1882. It is known as Nelson's